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Art. IV. Nine cases follow of hemiplegia from cerebral apoplexy. All were bad cases, the symptoms either unmitigated by ordinary depletion, or increasing in severity. In the majority, the immediate improvement from the incision was marked, and the return either to perfect restoration of power or to mere improvement, was gradual.
Dr. Wallis states that this remedy is useful in epilepsy, depending on chronic diseases of the brain ; one case is given in which it was of marked benefit, but the age of the patient is not stated, nor had a sufficient time elapsed after the operation to decide as to its curative effect.
In hydrocephalus Dr. Wallis asserts that the incision, if made before effusion has taken place, may prevent its occurrence. But no cases are given to prove this. Two cases are given of convulsions and insensibility following scarlatina in which the incision was followed by a return of consciousness and a cure; but a third case is also reported of a brother of one of the patients in which the same symptoms were relieved by a blister down the spine. We need hardly point out the difference between these cases and those of genuine hydrocephalus; the symptoms xxxm.-xvn.
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Transactions of the Provincial Medical [Jan. in both may depend on serous effusion, but in the latter disease a slow inflammatory condition of the brain has preceded the effusion, whereas in the former an effusion of serum seems often to take place in the brain from a general dropsical disposition of the body, and from which patients often recover with great rapidity. In genuine hydrocephalus, such a stage is, as far as we know, past hope.
Two cases of genuine hydrocephalus are reported in which the incision was made after the symptoms of effusion had set in ; there was some improvement after it, but both patients died. Three cases called inflammation of the membranes of the brain, (symptoms not given,) in which vigorous depletion had been used without relief, and the incision was followed by conspicuous improvement and recovery.
Dr. Wallis states that these are but a few of the cases of the same disease which have happened in his practice, and that " no one case was unsuccessful where the incision was made before a destructive effusion had occurred."
In one case of delirium tremens in which depletion had been tried without benefit, and opium increased the restlessness, the incision removed the symptoms, but the patient returned to his old habits of drinking, and died suddenly. " The circumstances which more particularly strikes the attention in the present case is the appearance of the scapulae, more especially when the man attempts to raise and make use of his arms. In the quiescent position, the base of the bone, instead of lying parallel to the spine, is approximated to it at the lower angle, and stands out from the ribs a distance of two inches, leaving between the scapulae a deep hollow; the upper angle being drawn high up in the neck, appearing on both sides, to the observer in front, midway between the shoulder and ear. The clavicle is in its natural position, as is also the acromion process of the scapulae, to which it is articulated. When the patient attempts to raise the arm all these appearances are much increased.
The base of the scapula approaches nearly to a right angle with the spine, forming, with the base of the scapula of the opposite side, a very obtuse angle, and both stand out about three inches from the ribs; the arm cannot be raised beyond the horizontal position. After stooping to a right angle to the lower extremities he is quite unable to recover the erect position without help, and there is an evident lateral curvature of the spine; both which may be consequences of the power of the longissimus dorsi, the sacro-lumbales, and the deep-seated extensors of the spine. In his ordinary position the upper part of the body is thrown back, evidently to balance the weight of the head and part of the body, which in the healthy person is supported in the completely erect position by the before named muscles.'" (pp. 344-5.) [Jan. 
